[he disabled people’s move- 
ment was “shocked” last 
nonth after one of its leading 
nembers accepted a top post 
vith the charity Scope. 

Andy Rickell (right), chief 
xecutive of The British Council 
f Disabled People (BCODP) 
ind a prominent critic of the 
‘big seven” disability charities, 
will become Scope’s director of 
-orporate planning and diversity. 

Part of his role will be to 
1elp Scope employ more dis- 
ibled people and address “some 
erious credibility problems”. 

Mr Rickell, who will take up 
he post on 19 April, said: 
‘Scope is keen to change and if I 
have a goal in life it is to improve 
the rights of disabled people and 
one of those ways is to improve 
he organisations that work with 
lisabled people.” 

Rachel Hurst, director of 
Disability Awareness in Action 
ind a leading activist, said the 


Shock move 


news had been “a shock” but an 
“extremely positive move by 
Scope”, which she said was try- 
ing to change under its new chief 
executive, Tony Manwaring. 
Polly Smith, acting chair of 
BCODP, said there had been 
“some surprise”, but Scope 
appeared to “want to change its 
views and its ways of working”. 
She said it would help Scope 
be “more understanding of the 
disabled people’s movement”. 
Mr Rickell, who has cerebral 
palsy, accepted he had criticised 
Scope and other “big seven” 
disability charities in the 
past, but that was because it 
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had been BCODP policy. 

When asked if he personally 
had approved of Scope, he 
added: “I wouldn’t go that far. 
There are no perfect organisa- 
tions. The reason why I am tak- 
ing on this role is that clearly 
Scope is looking to change what 
it does and they wanted some- 
one who would support them in 
making those changes.” 

Mr Manwaring said Mr 
Rickell, who will earn up to 
£70,000 a year, was “an excep- 
tional person” and the charity 
was “delighted” with his 
appointment. 

He said his qualities include 
his “commitment to civil and 
human rights for disabled peo- 
ple”, his leadership experience 
and his knowledge of how to 
“build alliances”. 

He said the appointment 
was an “indication of the 
potential for real change” at 
Scope. 
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Right to stay: Deaf student Sameeha Akhtar (right), from Pakistan, 
has won the right to remain in the UK after successfully appealing 
against the rejection of her asylum claim (DN January). Kristine 
Mitrovska, from Latvia, who is also deaf, is waiting to see if she can 
stay. Both use British Sign Language and go to college in Manchester. 
They would have to end their studies if forced to leave the UK. 
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Review for drowning case 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY JOHN PRING 


The Crown Prosecution Service 
is to reconsider whether it can 
charge a care worker over the 
death of a severely disabled 
man ina spa bath six years ago, 
after the case was raised by DN. 

Malcolm Rowley, who had 
severe learning difficulties and 
was quadriplegic, drowned 
when the bubbles the care 
worker put in the bath rose 
over his face, after he was left 
alone in the bathroom. 

An inquest jury ruled his 
death in Eccles in 1998 was an 
accident to which neglect had 
contributed. 

Salford social services, which 
provided 24 hour care at the 
home, was successfully prose- 
cuted by the Health and Safety 
Executive and fined £115,000, 
but no individual was charged. 

DN took up the case after 


we suggested to Mr Rowley’s 
mother, Brenda, that Greater 
Manchester Police (GMP) may 
have been unaware of possible 
offences under the Mental 
Health Act (MHA). 

Our Justice for Survivors 
campaign highlights the failure 
to launch prosecutions for ill- 
treatment and neglect of vulner- 
able adults under the MHA and 
calls for higher profile offences 
with tougher sentences. 

GMP has now admitted to 
DN that it failed to consider 
charges under the MHA 
because of a “lack of awareness” 
of the act. A spokesman said: 
“We have voluntarily referred 
the file on the case to the CPS 
for a second time and we are 


awaiting their considerations.” 

Mrs Rowley said: “Hopefully, 
a neglect charge would send a 
clear message to those working 
in the care system that the abuse 
and neglect of vulnerable people 
is a criminal offence that will no 
longer be tolerated.” 

She failed last year in a High 
Court bid to have the care 
worker and the council prose- 
cuted for gross 
manslaughter, but is taking her 
case to the European Court of 
Human Rights. 

Salford social services said all 


neglect 


previous investigations had 
found Mr Rowley’s death to be a 
“tragic and avoidable” accident, 
but it would “fully cooperate” 
with any further investigations. 


On the cover: A sculpture of artist Alison Lapper, made when she 
was more than eight months pregnant, will occupy the empty plinth 
in Trafalgar Square from next spring. Marc Quinn’s white marble 
sculpture will be 4.7m high and will stay for at least a year. See p.18 
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The Perfect Peugeot Partner 


Constables mobility and Peugeot are delighted to present the new Openroad Partner 
which complements the family of Peugeot vehicles already available from Constables. 


Front or rear travel, large or small vehicle, if you are looking for a wheelchair accessible 
vehicle Constables mobility make the perfect partner. 
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Front door or rear door - We'll bring it to your door 


Contact Constables Limited 
Head Office: 01323 76 75 74 

Scottish Office: 01738 850 777 | 

E-mail: info@constablesmobility.com | 


www.constablesmobility.com 
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ust two of Britain’s 21 national 
1ewspapers say they employ 
lisabled journalists, according 
o a damning new DN survey. 
\nd only two have pledged to 
vork towards increasing the 
numbers of disabled people on 
heir staff. 
~ The first research of its kind 
nto national newspapers’ atti- 
cudes towards employing dis- 
ibled people also found none 
ise the two ticks “positive 
about disabled people” symbol 
when advertising jobs. 

NUJ general secretary 
Jeremy Dear said it was “shock- 
ing” that only five out of nine 


aper shame 


newspaper groups responded to 
the survey, despite having more 
than three months notice. 

He said the NUJ would be 
writing to national newspapers 
urging them to sign up to the 
pledge, backed by minister for 
disabled people Maria Eagle, as 
soon as possible. The NUJ is 
also joining DN to create a 
guide for journalists on how to 
report on disability issues. 

Mr Dear said: “Newspapers 
cannot claim to properly reflect 
their readership unless they are 
prepared to not just pay lip ser- 
vice to tackling discrimination 
but to act to stamp it out. 


“That means making sure 
newsrooms are fully accessible, 
ensuring staff are trained in 
reporting disability issues and 
making sure employment poli- 
cies and procedures are not dis- 
criminatory. 

“The evidence of DN’s sur- 
vey is that most newspapers 
have a long, long way to go.” 

The only newspapers to fill 
out the survey fully and sign 
the pledge were The Guardian 
and The Observer. 

The Independent said it was 
planning to sign the pledge as 
DN went to press. 

@ See page 19 for full results. 
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Pressing problem: Most newspapers have a long way to go 


Protection call |£1k fine for blue badge abuse 


Campaigners have called for 
proposed child protection laws 
to address disabled children. 

The Children’s Bill, published 
last month, gives local health, 
education and social services a 
duty to protect children’s welfare 
and set up Local Safeguarding 
Children Boards. It will bring 
together services under chil- 
dren’s trusts and create a nation- 
al children’s commissioner. 

the, Disability. Rights 
Commission said bringing 
together services would 
help disabled children, but a 
duty to promote “equality of 


‘Quiet’ budget 


Chancellor Gordon Brown’s 
eighth budget was an unevent- 
ful one for disabled people. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission welcomed 
increased spending on educa- 
tion and health and hoped this 
would help reduce inequalities. 

It also welcomed the com- 
mitment to building more 
affordable housing and hoped 
this would lead to more acces- 
sible homes. 

Disability Alliance said 
it was a “quiet” budget for 
disabled people. 

Meanwhile, the government 
has announced increases 
in Independent Living Funds 
payments. 

From this month, maximum 
weekly payments from the 
Independent Living (1993) 
Fund will rise from £395 to 
£420 and for the Independent 
Living (Extension) Fund from 
£665 to £715. 

Nick Danagher, co-chair of 
ine) National Centre for 
Independent Living, has been 
made a trustee for the funds. 


opportunity” was needed. 

Neil Crowther, head of edu- 
cation strategy, said: “We want 
to see a general duty on trusts 
and the children’s commission- 
er to include disabled children.” 

Margaret Kennedy, from 
Protecting Disabled Children 
and Adults, said the bill should 
“spell out” how disabled chil- 
dren would be protected from 
abuse, because they faced dif- 
ferent issues to other children. 

Social workers find it “impos- 
sible” to get action taken against 
abuse or degrading treatment if 
disability is involved, she said. 


Here to help you 


The Learning Disability Helpline 


Disabled campaigners have 
welcomed new measures to cut 
blue badge abuse which will see 
non-disabled drivers fined up to 
£1,000 for abusing disabled 
parking bays. 

The new laws will give police 
officers and parking attendants 
the power to inspect blue 
badges and issue fines if the 
badge holder is not driving or a 
passenger in the car, or if the 
badge is a photocopy or forgery. 

The measures have been pro- 
posed as an amendment to the 
Traffic Management Bill, which 
should become law this year. 


_ A free, confidential advice and information 
service for people with a learning disability, 
parents, carers and professionals. 


Fax: 020 7608 3254 
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MENCAP 


Understanding learning disability 


® Freephone 0808 808 11115 


Textphone: 0808 8088181 
Email: help@mencap.org.uk 


(DH Department — 
of Health 


Government transport minis- 
ter Tony McNulty said: “Abuse 
of the scheme undermines its 
credibility, and has an immedi- 
ate impact on the mobility of 
disabled people. Those misus- 
ing the badge will be more like- 
ly to think twice as they could 
be fined up to £1,000.” 

Disabled campaigners wel- 
comed the proposal and Mary 
Grace, chair of the Blue Badge 
Network, said the news was 
“absolutely brilliant”. 

Ed Passant, chief executive 
of the Disabled Drivers’ Motor 
Club agreed. “We have been 


fighting for it for a long time.” 

Douglas Campbell, chief 
executive of the Disabled 
Drivers Association, said the 
proposals should reduce theft 
because stolen badges would be 
worthless. He called on local 
authorities to stop giving badges 
to people who are not entitled 
to them and suggested the rein- 
troduction of an orange badge 
style hologram to make badges 
more difficult to forge. 

A government spokeswoman 
said the new law should reduce 
fraud and said it is looking at 
the feasibility of holograms. 


LOOK! AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 


ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY FAR 
TOO MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, 


Moats ney a 
ind a Mobility 
Products 


POWERCHAIR, STAIRLIFT, 
BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, BED 


OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 


compared prices” 


YA could end up saving 
hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


ncredibly, prices vary 

substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN404, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 1BR 


obllity Products that 
couk 
you hundreds Ae : 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


all now and your local 

distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 
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Clamping Budgens 
shows bay forward 


Vehicles caught abusing dis- 
abled parking bays are being 
clamped by a national super- 
market chain, while a Scottish 
MSP has called for offending 
vehicles to be fined. 

Budgen’s in Bidford, 
Warwickshire, clamped its first 
vehicle in March, after putting 
up a large notice stating its 
new policy. 

DN reader Mary Nielsen, 
who had seen a van parked 
across two disabled bays at a 
Focus DIY store the previous 
day, said: “It is nice to see that 
at least one company is pre- 
pared to stand against thought- 
less and self-centred drivers.” 

A Budgen’s spokesperson said 
the clamping was in response to 
a local problem, and not compa- 
ny policy. “But this is an issue 
the company takes seriously and 
we will take action again if it 
proves necessary,” she said. 


Bidford’s assistant manager Barbara Boldwin (/eft) with Mary Nielsen 


Down Your Way 


Greenock Labour MSP 
Duncan McNeil has responded 
to angry complaints from con- 
stituents by putting down an 
early day motion, which has 
cross party support. “Perhaps 
now is the time to go beyond 
appealing to people’s better 
natures and start appealing to 
their pockets,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Baywatch cam- 

paigners are urging disabled 
people to keep complaining. 
DN editor Mary Wilkinson 
says: “If enough people com- 
plain, local store managers will 
be forced to police their bays 
more effectively.” 
e@ You can complain on these 
customer services helplines: 
Asda 0500 1000 55; Morrisons 
01924 870000 (ask for customer 
services department); Safeway 
01622 712987 (RNID TypeTalk 
accessible); Sainsbury’s 0800 63 
62 62; Tesco 0800 505555. 


Yorkshire’s Nostalgic Magazine 


A colourful blend of reader’s contributions on all aspects of Yorkshire 
history, heritage, nostalgia and memorabilia. 


Available each month from retail outlets throughout Yorkshire or by subscription. 


46% of our readers read no other 
Yorkshire Publication 


Send/Email for your free sample copy 


Down Your Way Publishing Ltd 
Green Park Business Centre 
Sutton-on-the-Forest 

York YOGO LET 


website: www.down-your- 


way.demon.co.uk 
email: downyourway @btopenworld.com 


tel: 01347 811885 fax: 01347 811886 


The new Disability 
Discrimination Bill will still 
allow organisations to get 
away with discrimination, 
according to an umbrella 
group of charities. 

The Disability Charities 
Consortium (DCC), which 
includes Mencap, Mind, 
RADAR and Scope, told the 
joint committee responsible 
for the new bill that organisa- 
tions can get away with dis- 
criminating against disabled 
people by saying they held an 
honest opinion at the time 
that their discriminatory 
practice was “reasonable”. 

Brian Lamb, of the DCC 
(pictured), said the notion of 
“reasonable opinion” as a 
defence should be scrapped, 
except for small service 
providers, and said the only 
way to stop this was for the 


Arrests 


Eight protesters have been 
found guilty of obstructing 
Westminster Bridge after 
protesting that disabled peo- 
ple are being sidelined during 
consultations on the draft bill. 

The members “of the 
Disabled People’s Direct 
Action Network (DAN) were 
conditionally discharged at 
Horseferry Road Magistrates 
Court on 10 March. 

DAN member Andy Gill 
told DN: “Organisations con- 
trolled by disabled people are 
not being consulted effectively. 
Charities are there on our 
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Reasonable question 
over DDA definition 


law to change so disabled peo- 
ple only have to prove they 
were placed at a “substantial 
disadvantage”. 

The consortium also called 
for more to be done in the bill 
on discrimination in transport. 

It welcomed the extension 
of the definition of disability 
as well as the government’s 
new proposal (clause 15) 
which would extend the DDA 
to councillors. 

In its evidence, the British 


at DAN 


behalf, taking up the commit- 
tee’s time.” 

The British Council of 
Disabled People, the only 
group giving oral evidence 
that represents disabled peo- 
ple, said it was disappointed 
its two hour slot in the com- 
mittee’s schedule had been 
cut in half. 

Lord Carter, chair of the 
joint committee on the Draft 
Disability Discrimination Bill, 
said all slots, other than those 
for major charities, were an 
hour long. 

He added: “We had a very 


Tories warm to campaign 


The Tory spokesperson for dis- 
abled people is “very sympa- 
thetic” to extending the winter 
fuel payment to severely dis- 
abled people under 60, he has 
told DN. 

Paul Goodman MP said it 
was unlikely there would be an 
official decision until closer to 
the General Election, which is 
expected next year. But he 
added: “On' paper, there’s a 
very good case for change.” 

And he said that he thought 
the Treasury could cope with 
the annual cost of £254 mil- 
lion. Meanwhile, 133 MPs have 
now signed Dr Roger Berry’s 
early day motion (edm 108) 
calling for the payment to be 
extended. 


Six of them eee 
Conservatives, 83 are Labour 
MPs, but only 29 of the 54 
Liberal Democrats have signed, 
compared eto valleiiberal 
Democrat MPs in an earlier 
motion. 

Paul Holmes, Lib Dem 
spokesperson on disability, 
promised to pass the motion 
round his colleagues at a parlia- 
mentary party meeting due as 
DN goes to press. 

DN has still had no response 

to its request for a meeting with 
Minister for Children Margaret 
Hodge. 
e Keep pressing your MP to 
sign edm 108, although 
ministers and shadow ministers 
are not allowed to sign edms. 


Council of Disabled People 
called for the bill to go much 
further, to tackle what it called 
“institutional disablism”. 

Chief executive Andy 
Rickell said disabled people’s 
rights continued to be viewed 
as “subsidiary”. He said the 
test of the new legislation 
would be if a disabled person 
could not be refused access to 
any goods, services or other 
opportunities available to 
non-disabled people and 
urged the committee to make 
this happen. 

Meanwhile, the Equality 
Commission for Northern 
Ireland has welcomed the 
announcement that the gov- 
ernment is to make similar 
changes to disability rights 
legislation in Northern 
Ireland as those proposed in 


the draft bill. 


protest 


limited number of sessions 
available to hear all sides of 
the debate, including the Law 
Society, employers, and the 
TUC. Written submissions 
will all be studied and taken 
into account.” 

Meanwhile, learning dis- 
abled people are concerned 
that the draft bill was not 
made available in an accessible 
format for two months after 
its publication. 

The Department for Work 
and Pensions said it was impor- 
tant to get the process moving 
as soon as the bill was ready. 


Support plans 
are welcomed 


A new government plan to pro- 
vide better support for people 
with long-term conditions is a 
“very encouraging” step for- 
ward, say campaigners. 

Health Secretary John Reid 
announced last month that spe- 
cialist teams providing advice, 
care and treatment would be 
set up this year by every strate- 
gic health authority in England. 

The 28 case-management 
demonstration sites would aim 
to provide coordinated care for 
people with conditions such as 
arthritis, diabetes and asthma — 
and cut the need for many visits 
to GPs and hospitals. 

Neil Betteridge, of Arthritis 
Care, said it was a very 
encouraging” step forward. 
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R 
)Joctors who imposed treat- 
ent on a disabled boy violat- 
id his human rights, a 
‘uropean court has ruled. 
Relatives of 12-year-old 
avid Glass pulled a diamor- 
shine drip out of his arm and 
esuscitated him themselves 
ifter doctors at St Mary’s 
\ospital, Portsmouth, failed to 
‘isten to concerns it would 
yasten his death. 

David, who was admitted 
With a respiratory tract 
fection, had “do not 


fesuscitate” put in his 
medical notes without 


ghts violated 


consultation with his mother. 

The. European Court of 
Human Rights result came as 
the UK High Court considered 
a judicial review against the 
General Medical Council’s 
guidance on life and death deci- 
sion-making. 

Leslie Burke, 44, from 
Lancaster, has a degenerative 
brain condition and is con- 
cerned that the guidelines 
would allow doctors to with- 
draw artificial nutrition from 
him if he becomes incapacitat- 
ed, based on their judgement of 
his quality of life. 


Steve Broach, of the Making 
Decisions Alliance, which rep- 
resents 30 charities, said both 
cases highlighted the “urgent” 
need for guidance in the 
mental incapacity bill to 
become law. 

“The bill would ensure that 
where there is a dispute over 
end of life matters, these should 
only be decided by the court of 
protection. 

“Patients’ advance state- 
ments on treatment would have 
to be taken into account, along 
with the wishes of relatives.” 
See page 9 
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Mind the Gap’s Cyrano — the company is one of four which will benefit 


Britain’s leading disability the- 
atre company has been award- 
ed nearly £2 million of lottery 
money for a new home. 

Graeae will use the cash to 
build the first fully-accessible 
venue for disabled artists to 
rehearse and perform in the cap- 
ital, based in Holloway Road. 

The company is one of four 
disability arts organisations 
getting Arts Council grants this 
year, in what is being seen as 
recognition that the sector has 
long been under-funded. 

Graeae’s executive producer 
Roger Nelson said the grant 
would provide a “real boost” 
for disabled artists, who still 


struggle to find accessible 
rehearsal space in London. 

He said: “As far as we know, 
this is the first performance 
space created especially for and 
with disabled artists and the 
first time a building project for 
a disability arts project has 
received funding.” 

Bradford’s Mind The Gap 
theatre company also won £1m 
for a new rehearsal space, while 
First Movement in the East 
Midlands received funding to 
set up mobile video studios for 
learning disabled artists. 

A project in Holton Lee, 
Dorset, will build the first ever 
national disability arts archive. 


Call to back carers 


A new campaigning coalition 
has called on political parties to 
introduce “bold new policies” 
tO support carers and parents. 

A survey published at the 
launch of The Parents’ and 
Carers’ Coalition (PCC) found 
nearly three quarters of carers 
said their vote was likely to be 
influenced by a party’s policies 
on carers and parents. 

Nine in ten of those surveyed 
said carers allowance (currently 
£44. a week) should be 
increased to the same level as 
the basic state pension (£79) for 
those caring for older or dis- 
abled relatives or friends for 35 


hours a week. 

And 84 per cent of those sur- 
veyed (and 89 per cent of car- 
ers) supported the introduction 
of guaranteed respite care. 

PCC members include 
Disability Alliance, Carers UK 
and the National Autistic 
Society, and the coalition is 
coordinated by the Equal 
Opportunities Commission 
(EOC)*. 

Julie Mellor, chair of the 
EOC, said: “This coalition is 
laying down a challenge to 
politicians. Listen to what par- 
ents and carers have to say.” 
*www.eoc.org.uk/ 


s/ quits drug 


committee 


The head of mental health 
charity Mind has quit a com- 
mittee reviewing a controversial 
group of anti-depressants after 
claiming that the authorities 
failed to warn doctors of the 
potentially harmful side-effects 
of one of the drugs. 

Richard Brook said the 
Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA), and its predecessor 
the Medicines Control Agency 
(MCA), had had access to data 
since 1990 that showed there 
was no benefit in increasing 
doses of Seroxat above 20mg 
for depression. The data also 
showed an increased risk of 
potentially harmful side-effects 
with higher doses. 

Mr Brook quit the expert 
group on SSRIs last month after 
the MHRA issued a “reminder” 
to health professionals that high- 
lighted these and other points 
about safe dosage. Last year, 
17,000 people were started on 
Seroxat on doses above 20mg. 

Mr Brook said the MHRA 
was guilty of “extreme negli- 
gence” and a “clear dereliction” 
of its duty to protect the public, 
because it either failed to 
understand the importance of 
the data 14 years ago or failed 
to act on it. 

He said this added weight to 
Mind’s calls for an independent 
review of UK drugs regulation. 

An MHRA spokeswoman 
claimed that “in some cases” 
patients might benefit from 
doses over 20mg, but she 
declined to explain why the 
MCA and MHRA had failed to 
act on the data for 14 years. 
Anyone with concerns about 
their medication should contact a 
doctor before taking any action. 


DN readers Howard..Cook 
from East Sussex and Laura 
Shipton-Ashwell from 
Southampton have got engaged 
after meeting through DN’s 
personal column. 

Howard, who has spina bifi- 
da, put an ad in DN last June, 
which, he says, was “the best 
thing I’ve ever done”. 

“T hadn’t had a reply and then 
suddenly I got this envelope. I 
was quite nervous,” he said. 
Laura was attracted to 


Howard by his interest in art, 
food and wine. “He phoned me 
and we got on really well. We 
chatted every day for ten days 
before we met, so by the time 
we did, we were hooked. 

“We have never had a day 
when we haven’t spoken. It’s 
fate,” she said. 

The couple are going to 
France this week to celebrate 
their engagement. They hope 
to move in together soon and 
plan to get married in August. 


The stylish portable scooters 
from Totally Active are perfect 
for family days out or getting 
around shopping malls, parks 
and garden centres. 


® Compact and ultra-light 


® Fold and assemble 
in seconds for transport 
by car 

® Full guarantee and free 
home delivery 


PLUS: PAVEMENT/ROAD SCOOTERS; 


STANNAH POWERCHAIRS & STAIRLIFTS. 


*With orders placed before 30th June 04 


CALL 0800 138 0764 
EXT. 20 


www.totallyactive.co.uk 


*-Motability Ge ar Oo 
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Please send me a FREE brochure 0 Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration 0 


Name 


Address 


Postcode. Tel. 


Totally Active, Dept 20, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 
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6 News 


Safer seats: MPs (from left) Sue Doughty, Neil Gerrard and Jim 
Dobbin wore goggles simulating visual impairment as they joined 
guide dog owner Sue Pitt at the launch of The Guide Dogs for the 
Blind Association’s A-Z Guide to Street Obstacles, part of its Safer 
Streets campaign. www.guidedogs.org.uk/saferstreets 


Shame academy 


The BBC has paid money to a 
disabled man allegedly discrim- 
inated against by its talent 
show Fame Academy. 

Xander Gibb, 27, who has 
severe arthritis, asked if he 
could audition for the show at 
an agreed time because he was 
unable to queue outside for 
long periods, but was told to 
send in a tape instead. 

He claims he was also told 
the programme “wasn’t really 
for disabled people” and that 
Fame Academy was not an 
accessible building. 

He told DN after the incident 
last May: “I asked for a reason- 
able adjustment to the audition, 
but I was just fobbed off. 

“Then they told@me the 


Counc 


Local authorities that do not 
allow disabled people to live 
independently will be “named 
and shamed” by a new govern- 
ment watchdog. 

Speaking at a Disability 
Rights Commission debate on 
independent living, Denise 
Platt, chair of the Commission 
for Social Care Inspection, said 
the commission plans to end 
the postcode lottery of care pro- 
vision. To do this it will “name 
and shame” councils who insti- 


Solicitors 
Room 


.cOmM 


An online nationwide panel of solicitors acting for disabled clients through secure and confidential online 


files on which the client will be able to take advice and monitor progress. 


All areas of law covered from ‘No Win/No Fee’ personal injury to conveyancing, wills, company law, family 


law, crime, benefits etc 


No charge for clients to register. All legal fees, if any, are as agreed with the referred solicitors. 


Launched in association with Disability Alliance - Register at www.TheSolicitorsRoom.com 


Service provided by The Claim Room.com Ltd, Dallam Court, Dallam Lane, Warrington Cheshire UK WA2 7LT 


01925 422942 - www.TheClaimRoom.com 
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Fame game: Xander Gibb (above) and (right) 2003 winner Alex Parks 


building wasn’t accessible. 
What’s the point of letting dis- 
abled people audition if they 
can’t get through? The BBC has 
signed up with other broadcast- 
ers to increase the numbers of 
disabled people on screen but in 
actual fact it’s just lip service.” 
A BBC spokeswoman said: 


S to be 


tutionalise disabled people. 

She said the newly created 
commission will also publish 
league tables showing the num- 
ber of people receiving direct 
payments in different areas. 

Jane Campbell, chair of the 
Social Cares Institutes tor 
Excellence, said councils must 
reduce the number of disabled 
people living in care homes. 

She said residents are being 
punished for being disabled and 
denied a basic human right. 


“Xander Gibb raised a com- 
plaint about the selection 
process for the second series of 
Fame Academy, produced for 
the BBC by Endemol. 

“We are very pleased that 
Mr Gibb, Endemol and the 
BBC have managed to resolve 
the situation amicably.” 


named 


Cost is no excuse for refusing 
disabled people the right to 
independent living, because dis- 
abled people living in the com- 
munity have fewer health prob- 
lems and are more likely to con- 
tribute to society, she added. 

“Disabled people are told 
their care costs more when they 
receive direct payments rather 
than in residential homes. 

“Residential care is only 
cheaper because it provides a 
lower level of support,” she said. 


students sought 


Campaigners against segregat- 
ed education are looking for 
former students of special 
schools and colleges to share 
their experiences. 

The 2020 campaign wants 
all disabled children to attend 
their local mainstream schools 
by the end of 2020 and will use 


first-hand accounts to pressure 
the government. 

To tell your story, either 
through writing, poetry, pictures 
or on tape, contact Micheline 
Mason at the Alliance for 
Inclusive Education, tel 020 
7735 5277, fax 020 7735 3828 or 
email info@allfie.org.uk. 


SPECIALIST RESPITE CARE BREAKS 
For disabled people 


Blackpool Holiday Centre 
5th — 11th June 2004 (Sat — Fri) 
£209 per person, full board £115 per child (under 12yrs) 


South Downs Holiday Village, Nr Chichester, Sussex 
27th September — 3rd October 2004 (Mon — Sun) 
£255 per person full board (adults only) 


Prices include three meals a day, VAT and cancellation/liability insurance. 
Entertainment every evening including music, competitions and cabaret. 
Wide range of daytime activities inc. handcrafts and beauty care. 
Visits to local places of interest. Trained and experienced helpers. 
Medical and nursing advice if required. Further information and bookings 


Call 020 8390 9752 and quote DNO43 
Or write to Rosemary Mcintyre, MBE, Holidays with Help, 
4 Pebblecombe, Adelaide Road, Surbiton, KT6 4LL. 


SSS 
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Chip and PIN is a new, simple 
way to pay with plastic. Instead 
of signing, you tap in a secret 


four-digit number — your PIN. 


A similar system in France 


reduced card fraud by 80%. 


Chip and PIN should help 
more disabled people to use 
plastic cards. But, for some, It 
could be more difficult so 


other options will be available. 


New cards are being sent out 


over the next twelve months. 


If you have any concerns you 
should contact your bank to 


discuss the best option for you. 


pare 
VISA | (ENGelc) PO acess 
ae ‘ SWITCH mere 


Numbers can make 
you feel anything. 


These numbers 
make you feel safe. 


Safety in numbers 
www.chipandpin.co.uk 
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8 News 


Baby face: Heather Trenchard, of Transformations Arts and 
Disability in Bournemouth, took this photo to illustrate the isolation 
she felt while receiving mental health services. It featured in a photog- 
raphy exhibition at Mind’s conference last month. wwww.mind.org.uk 


Bank blasted 
over bully claim 


A man who claims he was bul- 
lied, humiliated and mocked by 
his colleagues because he is 
deaf is taking a high street 
bank to court. 

The disabled man worked in 
a branch of HSBC for three 
years and claims he was “sub- 
jected to ritual humiliation and 
mockery on a daily basis”. 

He is now making a claim 
for discrimination under the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

He said his managers failed 
to help him and told him he 
“should expect some stick” 
about his disability as part of 
normal working life. 


He also said the bank refused 
to buy him an amplified phone 
so he was unable to do his job 
properly, and was then punished 
for underachieving. 

“I was mocked, accused of 
lying about my disability and 
forced to use faulty equipment 
that led to me making mistakes 
at work,” he said. 

The situation got so bad that 
he became depressed and his 
GP signed him off work for sev- 
eral months. 

A spokeswoman for HSBC 
said it was company policy not 
to comment on individual staff 
matters. 


THE MORRIS INQUIRY 


An independent Inquiry into professional standards and 
employment matters in the Metropolitan Police Service 


The Metropolitan Police Authority has recently established 
an independent Inquiry into professional standards and 
employment matters in the Metropolitan Police Service. 


The Inquiry Panel is: Sir William Morris (Chair), Sir Anthony 
Burden and Anesta Weekes QC. 


The Inquiry is considering how the Metropolitan Police 
Service handles complaints, grievances, workplace conflicts 
and employment tribunal cases in respect of police officers 


and police staff. 


The Inquiry was launched on 21 January 2004 and has held 
its first public hearings. Further hearings are planned from 


29 March 2004. 


Hearings take place at the Inquiry’s offices: 50 Broadway, 
London SW1H ORG; telephone 020 7152 4522/23. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend. 


Further information about the Inquiry can be obtained from 
the Inquiry’s website: www.morrisinquiry.gov.uk This includes 
the Inquiry’s terms of reference and transcripts of evidence 


given to date. 


www.morrisinquiry.gov.uk 
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Council stormed 


Campaigners complaining 
about cuts in services for dis- 
abled people caused councillors 
to suspend a town hall budget 
meeting. 

Members of Winvisible, the 
disabled women’s group, used a 
megaphone to accuse the 
London borough of Camden of 
planning cuts of more than £1 
million. 

Claire Glasman, of 
Winvisible, said later: “They do 
not care what happens to peo- 
ple with disabilities and other 
people who need services for 
independent living.” 

She said Winvisible was 
hearing of other disabled peo- 
ple around England facing 
rationing of services and higher 


DN CAMPAIGN 


charges as councils try to avoid 
steep rises in council tax. 

A Camden spokeswoman 
claimed the council was cutting 
only £200,000 from its volun- 
tary sector budget. 

Meanwhile, Terry Lister, 
from Winchester, has told DN 
how Hampshire County 
Council has raised his contri- 
bution to his home care from 
£28 to £60.50 a week, a rise of 
114 per cent. 

A council spokeswoman said 
that its research had found 
ithadmoncoteetics most 
generous charging policies in 
the country. 

DUteee alee liOy nes wlio. 
Southampton Centre for 
Independent Living, said: 


“People are being charged 
through the roof and the ones 
who are being hit are the ones 
who are just above the so-called 
poverty level.” 

Richard Holmes, chair of the 
Coalition on Charging, said the 
government’s Fairer Charging 
guidelines, implemented by 
councils last April, were still 
causing “considerable difficul- 
ties to significant numbers of 
people”. 

The Department of Health 
said it believed it was fair that 
“those who can afford to 
should make a contribution 
towards the cost of the services 
they receive”, but that charging 
decisions were up to local 
councils. 


Cannabis backed over painkillers 


Pain reduction and improved 
sleep are the top reasons why 
disabled people take cannabis, 
according to DN’s latest survey 
results. 

So far, over 260 people have 
responded to DN’s cannabis 
survey”, which was relaunched 
last September. 

The results show that over 
80 per cent of disabled people 
find cannabis more effective 


than other painkillers and pre- 
fer to take it because it doesn’t 
have negative side effects. 

One respondent, who has 
arthritis, said: “Cannabis is the 
best painkiller because it 
doesn’t cause tiredness.” 

Chris Baldwin, who has spas- 
tic paraplegia, told DN that 
without cannabis he had cramps 
and leg spasms and could only 
sleep for a couple of hours. 


Mr Baldwin has been released 
from prison after serving six- 
and-a-half weeks of his six- 
month sentence for cannabis- 
related offences (DN March). 

“It’s only when I am denied 
cannabis, I become aware how 
much it does for me,” he said. 

“The prison doctor gave me 
Valium. I took it for four weeks 
and felt like a zombie.” 
*www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


ISABELLE 


2nd October 2003 


Isabelle is a contented and alert baby girl 
with blue/grey eyes with very long dark 
eyelashes and ‘mousy’ brown hair. Isabelle 
loves the attention of adults and particularly 
enjoys being kissed, cuddled, and 
massaged, as well as having her hair 
brushed. She hardly ever cries but when 
she does Isabelle is easily calmed. She has 
formed positive attachments to her foster family who adore her and believes Isabelle has a 
unique ability to hold the attention of those around her. Although Isabelle is generally in 
good health she was diagnosed with a very rare genetic condition called Cornelia de Lange 
Syndrome, which has affected her upper limbs, and it is likely that she will need a high level 
of support throughout her life. Isabelle has a cleft palate which is to be repaired in August 04 
so is currently fed through a Naso-gastric tube. 


Isabelle is of white British heritage and her parents are working closely with the department 
in the hope of finding her a special family. 


Isabelle primarily needs an adoptive family who could see beyond her genetic condition, 
and who will love and cherish her as an individual. The adoptive family will also need to be 
able to manage the high level of support that Isabelle is likely to need and communicate 
effectively with the numerous medical professionals involved in her care. 


Support for Isabelle includes Disability 


Living Allowance, a range of services 


and possible adoption financial support. 


LONDON BOROUGH OF 


lc yy RICHMOND UPON THAMES 


For further information please contact: 
Antoinette Harris, Adoption Team, London 
Borough of Richmond upon Thames, 42 York 
Street, Twickenham TW1 3BW 

Tel: 020 8891 7639 s.harris@richmond.gov.uk 


"he government’s decision to 
'strengthen” key parts of its 
lraft Mental Incapacity Bill has 
“een welcomed by a coalition 


yf campaigning charities. 

In its response to a report by 
| parliamentary committee, the 
rovernment said it had picked 
ip on “a number of key points” 
yn the bill, which will affect 
nillions of people with demen- 
ja, head injuries, mental health 
oroblems and learning difficul- 
ies, who need help making 
decisions. 

The Making Decisions 
Alliance (MDA), which 
ncludes the charities Mind, 
scope and Respond, said the 
changes would “strengthen the 
pieand firmly place the 
emphasis on individuals’ rights 
ro make their own decisions 
when they can”. 

But the London branch of 
People First, which is run by 
people with learning difficulties, 
said it still had concerns about 


The ALL NEW Mercedes Benz VITO 
ABS, also available in Automatic 


£17,495 & £19,495 (Auto) ove oud 


VW888 X PACK* (LVTA) 
2.5 turbo diesel 


TOYOTA HIACE* (LVTA) 


2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, ABS 


Welcome for 
‘strengthened’ 
Incapacity bill 


how the bill might stop many 
people making their own deci- 
sions, although it has not yet 
had time to assess the changes. 

Lord Filkin, the constitu- 
tional affairs minister, was due 
to visit People First to discuss 
the bill as DN went to press. 

Alterations will include 
changing the bill’s name to the 
Mental Capacity Bill and 
renaming and redrafting the 
“general authority”, which 
many disabled people feared 
would give carers a “blanket 
authority” to intervene in their 
lives. 

But the MDA said there 
should be additional safeguards 
to cover serious decisions such as 
medical treatment. And it criti- 
cised the bill’s failure to include 
a commitment to make advoca- 
cy available for key decisions. 

A revised bill is set to be 
introduced into parliament 
before the summer. 
*www.dca.gov.uk/ family/mil 


Record rower: Stuart Boreham, 37, became the first disabled person to row solo across the Atlantic last 
month, completing the 3,000 mile voyage unassisted in a purpose-built boat. Mr Boreham, who has cere- 


bral palsy, undertook the challenge in aid of Macmillan Cancer Relief. 


Closure delay blow 


More than 200 people with 
learning difficulties could still 
be living in long-stay hospitals 
two years after a government 
deadline for them to close. 

The government said in its 
2001 white paper, Valuing 
People, that long-stay hospitals 
should be closed by April 2004. 

But new Department of 
Health figures show four 
English hospitals are not due to 
close before March 2006. More 
than 550 people were still living 
in long-stay hospitals at the 
beginning of March. 

Dr Jean Collins, director of 
the charity Values Into Action, 


said she was “incredibly disap- 
pointed” by the figures. “There 
are still people who believe that 
hospitals are right for people to 
live in all their lives and they use 
a number of excuses for that.” 

Although the government 
has continued to press for clo- 
sures, she believes more money 
would have helped. 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said some hospi- 
tals had not been “fully sup- 
portive” in the past but they 
had now all “signed up” to the 
closure programme. 

She said: “If people are not 
signed up and committed to 
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close the hospitals then more 
money is not necessarily going 
to make any difference.” 

In Scotland, hospitals could 
miss a closure deadline of April 
2005, with more than 600 people 
still living in long-stay hospitals. 

Dr Collins said: “The push 
from government in Scotland 
towards closure has not been as 
strong and focused as it has 
been in England.” 

But the Scottish Executive 
said it was committed to mov- 
ing people to “more appropri- 
ate community settings” and 
was “confident” 
would be met. 


the deadline 
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10 News 


RICHARD CLAYTON 


Names and shame: carer Ken Mack is joined by veteran disability 
rights campaigner Lord Morris as he hands over a 26,000-name 
petition to Number 10 Downing Street. It calls for a new law to 
prevent older people being evicted from care homes. 


UK rights delay 


The government has been criti- 
a Labour MEP for 


delaying the extension of dis- 


cised by 


abled people’s rights across 
Europe. 

Richard Howitt called on 
disabled campaigners to lobby 
the government to support the 
start of talks about new anti- 
disability discrimination laws. 

Heusaidithe French and 
German governments have 
given their support to a 
European Disability Forum 
proposal but not the British 
government, which “would tip 
and kick-start 
palkso vie tie 


the balance” 
European 
Commission. 

Mr Howitt said the laws 
would be similar to European 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


Invacare 


’ Pride Health Care 


100's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


for further help and advice 


anti-race discrimination laws 
and would cover people who 
are discriminated against 
because they are associated 
with a disabled person or per- 
ceived as a disabled person. 

“Tt’s crucial to build on the 
momentum created by the 
European Year of Disabled 
People. This is the big cam- 
paign. We need everyone to join 
us if we are going to make it 
happen,” he said. 

But a government spokes- 
woman said it would only 
respond to a proposal by the 
European Commission. 

“Nothing has been pro- 
posed. Should there be a pro- 
posal we will consider it in the 
normal way,” she said. 


Sky’s the limit |News 
for new BSL TV review 


The UK’s largest charity run by 
deaf people has broadcast a 
unique day of television pro- 
grammes in British Sign 
Language (BSL). 

The British Deaf Association 
(BDA) used the day’s program- 
ming on Sky channel 687, due 
to go out on 18 March as DN 
went to press, to celebrate the 
first anniversary of the govern- 
ment’s recognition of BSL. 

The day was set to feature a 
series of children’s programmes 
and» anevening of ‘drama, 
including films made by young 
deaf people and funded by BDA 
bursaries. 

It was also to include signed 


The former chairman of the 
Voluntary Euthanasia Society 
will not be prosecuted over 
claims that he intended to help 
a terminally ill man commit 
suicide. 

Dr Michael Irwin was forced 
to resign as chairman of the 
charity after he allegedly admit- 
ted flying to the Isle of Man 
with enough sleeping pills to 
end the life of retired farmer 
Patrick Kneen, who had cancer. 

The plan was apparently 
abandoned because Mr Kneen 
was too ill to take the pills on 
his own. He died last October 
with no assistance. 
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Powerchairs promise to you: 
° Part exchange welcome. 
° Free home assessments. 


e Free 12 months insurance on new 
models. 


° No VAT. 
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° Finance available on request. 
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up to 39 stone weight limit. 
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adverts. All programmes were to 
be signed, subtitled and voiced. 

The BDA now wants feed- 
back* from deaf people on 
what kind of permanent sign 
language channel they would 
like to see in the future. 

Jeff McWhinney, chief exec- 
utive of the BDA, said: “The 
majority of signed programmes 
for deaf sign language users are 
not on television at accessible 
times of the day, with many 
being shown at 2 or 3am.” 

On the same day, a BDA con- 
ference in London was set to 
launch a new consortium to 
promote BSL. 
*www.bda.org.uk 


Suicide case dropped 


The island’s Attorney 
General’s office has now decid- 
ed not to prosecute Dr Irwin or 
Mr Kneen’s widow, Patricia, 
who was also arrested last year. 

Both were questioned over 
allegations of conspiracy to 
help a terminally ill man com- 
mit suicide. 

The Voluntary Euthanasia 
Society declined to comment. 

But Elspeth Chowdharay- 
Best, of Alert, which campaigns 
against euthanasia, said: “I 
think they were right not to go 
ahead with a prosecution. It 
might have just been an effort 
to get juicy headlines.” 


Est. 1952 


A round-up of news in the 
mainstream media from 
the last few weeks 


Study undermined 


A Sunday Times investiga- 
tion claimed to have discred- 


} 
| 
| 
| 


ited Dr Andrew Wakefield’s | 


1998 study which found a 
possible link between the 
MMR jab and autism. 

The newspaper reported 
that Dr Wakefield was also 
being paid to find out if par- 
ents who claim their chil- 


dren were damaged by | 


MMR had a legal case. 
Following the report, 


medical journal The Lancet | 


said it regretted publishing 


the study. Dr Wakefield said | 


the studies were separate 
and has threatened to take 


legal action against both } 


publications. 


Legoland pay out 


A former Legoland worker | 


was awarded more than 
£20,000 after he was given a 


Lego model of himself with 


his arm in a sling. 


The employment tribunal | 
appeal ruled that Rob 


Jenkins was discriminated 


against when he was given | 


the good service award, as 


his model highlighted only | 


his disability while his col- 
leagues’ models related to 
their jobs. 


Blair blamed 
Conservative leader Michael 
Howard accused the Prime 
Minister of causing hun- 
dreds of people to go blind. 
Mr Howard said the goy- 
ernment’s delay in introduc- 
ing photodynamic therapy 
for “wet” age-related macu- 
lar degeneration could leave 
up to 2,800 people blind. 
The Royal National 
Institute of the Blind said the 
government had “no excuse” 
for not making the treat- 
ment available on the NHS. 


Cases reopened 


The government announced 
that hundreds of family court 
cases will be reopened 
because of concerns that chil- 
dren were taken into care on 
disputed medical evidence. 
Children’s minister 
Margaret Hodge asked social 
service departments to look 
at any such cases, many 
which involve disabled chil- 
dren, following the Court of 
Appeal ruling which over- 
turned Angela Cannings’ 
conviction for murdering two 


of her babies. 
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News 11 


A firefighter who developed 
|MS has been forced out of his 
ob just months before new 
janti-discrimination laws are 
2xtended to cover the emer- 
izency services. 

Barry Todd, 38, has been 
told he must leave the Northern 
[reland Fire Brigade this month 
because he is unfit to fight a 
fire, despite working in an 
office-based role for 11 months. 

Mr Todd, a fire service 
‘employee for 13 years, said he 

was “gutted”. 

“There are plenty of non- 
; operational jobs in the fire ser- 
vice, but they are sticking to 
itheir guns because technically 
ithey are not doing anything 
} wrong until October, when the 
‘Disability Discrimination Act is 
hextended. It proves that at the 
}end of the day you are just a 
number to them.” 
Kieran Harris, Northern 
Ireland director of the MS 
Society, which has campaigned 
for Mr Todd, said the fire ser- 


| vice’s behaviour had been inflex- 


The Brotherwood 


Hooki fittings offer safe, 
instantly recognisable attachment 4 
points for wheelchair restraint 

systems, using four anchor points 


The New Hooki range of fittings fro 


“Very disappointing”: Todd has spent 13 years 


ible and “very disappointing”. 

“Barry is a conscientious 
employee and in the 11 months 
he has been on modified duties 
he has not had a single day’s 
absence.” 

He warned the fire brigade 
could potentially be taken to 
court under the Good Friday 
Agreement, which includes a 
duty on public bodies to pro- 


S firefighter 
ut in the col 


; 
4 Li 
a aii. 


with the fire service 


mote equality at work. 

Kevin Synnott, divisional offi- 
cer for the Northern Ireland Fire 
Brigade, could not comment on 
individual cases but said the 
issue had been addressed “in line 
with current legislation”. 

He added: We are not a 
cold-hearted employer — we are 
concerned with issues affecting 
the whole of the community.” 


Business sense 


Nearly a third of the UK popu- 
lation could be disabled by 
2020, business leaders have 
been warned. 

Mike Freeney, director of the 
Access Matters consultancy, 
said companies would not sur- 
vive if they failed to adapt to an 
ageing population and make 
their services fully accessible. 

The Are You Open 4 All? 
conference in February, organ- 
ised by the Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) and the 
Confederation of British 
Industry (CBI), looked at how 
business could comply with 
new duties that will become law 
under the Disability Discrim- 
ination Act (DDA) in October. 

Digby Jones, director general 
of the CBI, said making goods 
and services available to dis- 


Correction 

In last month’s DN, we mis- 
takenly said the Scottish Exec- 
utive was considering extend- 
ing winter fuel payments to 
severely disabled people under 
60. In fact, it is considering 
extending a scheme that pro- 
vides free central heating. 


abled people “makes good busi- 
ness sense”. But he warned of 
“long entrenched obstacles to 
equality”. 

Bert Massie, DRC chair, said 
it was working with the CBI to 
persuade the government to 
offer tax breaks for businesses 
that make adjustments to com- 
ply with the new duties. 

The DRC has warned busi- 
nesses they could be missing 
out on an “access cash bonan- 
za” worth £50 billion. 
than half the 


surveyed in 


Fewer 
businesses 
Department for Work and 
Pensions research were aware of 
the new duties, although 93 per 
cent of conference delegates 
believed improving access 
would benefit their business. 

@ See access supplement insert 


Solicitor search 

A new service allows disabled 
people to find solicitors to 
take on their cases over the 
internet. The Solicitors Room 
website now offers a panel of 
solicitors ready to take on dis- 
abled clients. This new section 
is run in association with the 
charity Disability Alliance. 
www.thesolicitorsroom.com 


When travelling in your 
wheelchair Who decides 
where to attach the 
restraint system ? 


m Brotherwood could be the ai 


© No welding or special tools are needed to fit the 


Brotherwood Hooki. 


© Light and strong, made in stainless steel for 
fit-and-forget applications. 


© Will fit 90% of tubular framed wheelchairs. ae 
Brotherwood - HOOKI tambert House, Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset, DT9 6QP www.hooki.co.u 


Hooki order/help line - Tel: 01935 873737 + Fax: 01935 873040 - E.mail: sales@hooki.co.uk 


www.brotherwood-hooki. 
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12 News 


Conference report: Moving and Handling People 


‘Focus on individual 


BY SUSAN HANSON 


The importance of focusing 
more on the needs and rights 
of the individual was a recur- 
ring theme of the tenth 
Moving and Handling People 
Conference. 

The integration of commu- 
nity equipment services should 
reduce delays and confusion in 
providing community care 
equipment, last month’s con- 
ference in London heard. 

Jan Salt of Integration of 
Community Equipment 
Services said social services 
and health departments across 
England were merging systems 
and pooling budgets. 

He said 117 of 138 areas 
were set to meet the govern- 
ment’s target to be fully inte- 
grated by April 2004*. 

Eligible disabled people 
now have the right to ask local 
councils for direct payments, 
so they can make their own 
arrangements for services and 
equipment**. 

Michael Mandelstam, an 
independent legal consultant, 
said it was no longer accept- 
able for councils or other 
organisations to have blanket 
manual handling policies, such 
as a no lifting policy, after 
legal rulings in 2003***. 

Written evidence is now 
needed on how and why a 
decision was made, based ona 
comprehensive and individual 


risk assessment of safer mobil- 
ity and manual handling. This 
usually ensures a reasonably 
safe, mutually acceptable solu- 
tion. Meanwhile, employers 
need to follow the Manual 
Handling Regulations, the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
and the Human Rights Act. 

Jane Brindley, lecturer in 
adult nursing at South Bank 
University said research had 
shown 95 per cent of falls are 
preventable. Risk assessments 
can now help identify people 
at risk of falling. 

Dr Helen Glenister, director 
of the National Patient Safety 
Agency, discussed a national 
strategy to encourage a culture 
for greater openness in report- 
ing accidents and near acci- 
dents in hospitals. 

Many items for heavier peo- 
ple and lighter, easily erected 
overhead hoists suitable for 
temporary use were on show. 

The conference was organ- 
ised by the Disabled Living 
Foundation, Therapy Weekly 
and Emap Healthcare. 

Susan Hanson is senior advi- 
sor at the Disabled Living 
Foundation 
*www.ices.doh.org or tel: 0161 
237 2279 

**for information on eligibili- 
ty for direct payments see 
www.dh.gov.uk 

*** Handling Home Care 2001 
from the Health and Safety 
Executive, tel: 01787 881165 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today = 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 


Call 999 using BSL 


A pilot scheme is allowing deaf 
people in Bristol to contact the 
emergency services using 
British Sign Language (BSL). 

It is believed to be the first 
time videophone technology 
has allowed users of sign lan- 
guage to communicate directly 
with emergency services. 

Deaf operators trained by 
Avon and Somerset police can 
now take calls from older deaf 
people who have had video- 
phones installed at home. 

Callers have also experi- 
mented by holding up various 
signs to alert operators to the 
type of assistance they need. 

The pilot is one of a series of 
videophone initiatives funded 
by BT, the Deaf Studies Trust 
and Bristol City Council, as 
part of the Sign 50+ project. 

Mike Kiely, BT’s business 
development manager for video 


d 


Phone first: the scheme allows BSL users to contact emergency services 


services, said: “For the first 
time, this community is able to 
communicate directly to the 
police in a way they are used to. 

“People become 
more self-confident and secure 


have 


in their homes.” 

But he said extending the 
scheme to full national video- 
phone access to emergency 
services would be “a major 
challenge”. 


Quality of life has improved 


Theremeiaves been 
improvements in the quality of 
life of people with learning dif- 
ficultiesoin “the laste year; 
although some groups are still 
no better off, according to a 
government taskforce. 

The Learning Disability 
Taskforce welcomed the gov- 
ernment’s decision to provide 


many 


more money for advocacy, 
increased numbers of people 
receiving direct payments for 
services and the higher profile 
of learning difficulty issues. 


But its second annual report* 
said things haven’t improved for 
people from minority ethnic 
communities and those with 
high support needs. 

And it called for more to be 
done to move those still living 
in long stay hospitals into the 
community. 

It also raised fears that the 
new Mental Capacity Bill could 
be used to prevent learning dis- 
abled people making decisions 
for themselves and the Sexual 
Offences Act could be used to 


The exciting NEW VITO is now available 


| nterbility 


Please contact Ron or Bob for full details of our comprehensive 


range of conversions, including:- 


‘DRIVE-FROM-A-WHEECHAIR’ 


Mercedes Vito also available on the Motability Contract Hire 


Interbility Ltd Unit 21 Gunnels Wood Park Stevenage Herts SG1 2BH 
Tel: 01438 747448 Fax: 01438 750319 


email: interbility@btconnect.com 


stop them enjoying a sex life. 
Michelle Chinery, co-chair of 
the taskforce, said: “There are 
signs that some improvements 
are being made in the lives of 
people with learning disabilities. 
“But there are still far too 
many people and families 
excluded from our mainstream 
services — especially those from 
minority ethnic communities, 
and families with high levels 
Of need. 
* Free from Learning Disability 
Helpline, tel 0808 808 1111 


Joining the dance 
The UK’s leading touring 
dance company, Northern 
Ballet Theatre, has linked up | 
with the charity Mencap to 
promote opportunities and 
to assist the professional 
development of dancers with 
learning difficulties. 

In the first 18 months of 
the new scheme, projects 
involving children and adults 
of all ages will be launched 
in Yorkshire, Belfast and 
Norwich. 


Care info study 

The Office of Fair Trading is 
to launch a study to discover 
how easy it is for older peo- 
ple and their families to 
obtain clear and accurate 
information about care home 
fees. It comes in response to a 
complaint about the residen- 
tial home market by the 
Consumers’ Association. 
www.oft.gov.uk or tel: 0845 
722 4499 
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- - it’s the best Kangoo . . EVER ! 


Information : brochures : finance quotations : part exchanges 


Gin 0121 502 2252 


Home demonstrations and test drives 09781 210 0059 


‘Motability Jubilee Automotive Group 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 fo 2 pm, 
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14 Health news 


Users ignore 


Campaigners fear the govern- 
ment’s planned National 
Service Framework For Long- 
term Conditions (NSFLC) will 
focus on the needs of service 
providers, rather than disabled 
people themselves. 

The Long-term Medical 
Conditions Alliance (LMCA) 
and the Neurological Alliance 
spoke out after the publication 
of a survey report* they were 
asked to produce by the 
Department of Health (DoH). 

The report identified issues 
that should be addressed by the 


national service framework, to 
be published in December. 
David Pink, chief executive 
of the LMCA, said they had not 
been given the money to survey 
hard-to-reach groups. The gov- 
ernment loaned them a member 
of staff and provided a “modest 
budget” for travel costs, but no 
funds to prepare accessible ver- 
sions of the questionnaire. 
They found the money to 
pay for a plain English version, 
but were unable to produce it in 
other alterative formats or lan- 
guages. “The NSF is still large- 


Address ME ignorance 


Plans to develop NHS guide- 
lines on diagnosing and manag- 
ing ME (chronic fatigue syn- 
drome) should help deal with 
ignorance of the condition, 
according to the government. 

Health minister Lord Warner 
said the National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence guidance, 
likely to take about two years, 
would help the NHS “provide 
the best treatment based on evi- 
dence of what works best”. 

He said: “CFS/ME can cause 
profound, long-term illness and 
disability, and much of the 
distress surrounding CFS/ME 
is caused by difficulties in 
recognition, acknowledgement 
and acceptance of the condi- 


tion and its impact.” 

Action for ME welcomed the 
announcement and said early 
diagnosis was vital in prevent- 
ing people deteriorating into 
severe, long-term ill health. 

Chris Clark, its chief execu- 
tive, said: “Many people with 
ME have really struggled even 
to get a diagnosis.” 

Earlier this year, the govern- 
ment announced an £8.5 million 
plan to set up 12 new specialist 
centres and 28 local support 
teams across England to help 
people with ME (DN, March). 

But some experts feared 
these services might only offer 
controversial therapies. 
www.nice.org.uk 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle 
Converters since 1966 


For wheelchair driver, driver transfer and 
passenger options with room for family 
and friends. Ask about our tailor-made 

Mercedes Vito, Viano and Sprinter vehicles. 


For wheelchair passengers we also 
offer the versatile Kangoo and Expert 
ranges of low floor accessible vehicles. 


hg Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled Ity 


For information and advice phone 


01722 336048 


website: mobilitysolutionsitd.co.uk 
email: mobilitysolutions@btinternet.com 


Mobility Solutions Ltd., Faraday Road, 
Churchfields Ind. Est. Salisbury SP2 7NR 


ly driven by groups of experts 
rather than service users,” 
he said. 

The survey concluded that 
attitudes of health and social 
care professionals were the 
biggest barriers to access to ser- 
vices. It also found specialist 
neurological services were par- 
ticularly difficult to access. 

The DoH said it was “com- 
mitted to user and carer 
involvement” and had provided 
“substantial resources” to help 
the consultation. 
*www.lmca.orguk 


Research needed 
More should be done to 
research the causes of autism, 
its effect on families and the 
success of different treat- 
ments, says a new report. 
Mapping Autism Research. 
www.gosh.nhs.uk 


Can’t afford meds 


Many chronically ill people 
on low incomes cannot afford 
the medication they need, 
according to a leading charity, 

Citizens Advice has writ- 
ten to Health Minister Rosie 
Winterton, calling for a fun- 
damental review of prescrip- 
tion charges. 


Poor communication 
blamed for health farce 


The way it should be: BSL interpreter available at the surgery 


Nearly one in four deaf people 
who have used the NHS have 
missed at least one appoint- 
ment because of poor commu- 
nication, a new national sur- 
vey” reveals. 

The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) report 
also found more than one in 
three of the deaf people sur- 
veyed had been left unclear 
about their condition because 
of communication problems 
with their GP or nurse. 

Almost a third of British 
Sign Language (BSL) users had 
been unsure of instructions for 
taking medicines or taken too 
little or too much of a drug. 

And seven in ten BSL users 
admitted into accident and 
emergency did not have access 
to an interpreter. 

Dr John Low, chief executive 
of RNID, said: “The NHS can 
easily address this situation 


with simple and cost effective 
solutions.” 

He called for wider use of 
technology such as visual alert 
displays and loop systems, deaf 
awareness training, letters to 
BSL users to be in-cleag 
English, an updated NHS dis- 
ability access audit and better 
access to video interpreting 
technology. 

Health Minister Rosie 
Winterton said it was for ser- 
vice providers to ensure they 
met the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

This October, the act will 
legally oblige the NHS to make 
reasonable adjustments to meet 
disabled patients’ needs. 

The Royal College of 
General Practitioners said its 
disability task group was exam- 
ining ways to train and 
support GPs. 

*A Simple Cure, www.rnid.org.uk 


Scooter Trailer 
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can go together 
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“Sport 15 


Learning disabled 
athletes will not 

ee) compete in track 
feewe _— aid field events 
| we at the 2004 
aralympics, the International 
2aralympic Committee (IPC) 
1as ruled. 

The decision is a further 
slow to learning disabled ath- 
etes who were banned from 
‘ull competition in 2000 after it 
was revealed that the Spanish 
zold medal winning learning 
disabled basketball team was 
not disabled. 

The IPC originally said ath- 
letes could compete in non- 
medal “exhibition” events in 
track and field, swimming, table 
tennis and basketball. But it has 


High jumper Mark Barker is among those affected by the decision 


now ruled that a track and field 
competition is not viable 
because only 11 of the potential 
35 competing countries had reg- 
istered by the January deadline. 


Regan Cooper, chair of the 
English Sports Association for 
People with a Learning Dis- 
ability (ESAPLD), said the IPC’s 


decision was unfair: other ath- 


letes have until May to qualify. 

Geoff Smedley, chief execu- 
tive of the United Kingdom 
Sports Association for People 
with a Learning Disability, said: 
“Tt’s another example of terri- 
ble discrimination being inflict- 
ed on our athletes.” 

But an IPC spokeswoman 
said most qualification dead- 
lines were in January and 
February. “We didn’t cancel the 
event. There weren’t enough 
athletes who qualified.” 

Meanwhile, ESAPLD says it 
could close within weeks with- 
out new funding. 

The organisation has been 
hit by an income downturn. 
Chief executive Nick Parr said: 
“Tt desperately needs support.” 


Weight to go for powerlifting Brit 


Powerlifter Jason Irving (right) 
made a strong bid for a place 
on the British Paralympic team 
by breaking the British record 
twice in four weeks. 

Irving lifted 162.5kg at the 
International Paralympic 
Committee Bench Press compe- 
tition in Cardiff in the 60kg 


division and then lifted 172.5kg 
at the Malmo Open competi- 
tion in Sweden. 

“It’s been a long time since 
that record has been broken, so 
to break it twice and put 20kg 
on it is a good feeling,” he said. 

Irving just missed out on 
going to the Paralympics in 


2000 and has lost weight to 
increase his chances of making 
the British squad. 

He used to weigh in at 68kg 
but lost 8kg in five months with 
a strict diet and exercise regime. 

He now awaits the British 
Paralympic Association’s 
decision. 


Results are 
Splashing 


The British disability swim- 
ming squad is on track for 
Paralympic success after break- 
ing two world records, three 
European records and 14 
British records at the Danish 
Championships last month. 

Nearly three quarters of the 
squad raced within three per 
cent of their personal best 
times, the tough new target set 
by swimming director Tim 
Reddish. 

The championships were 
one of the last international 
competitions before the 
Paralympics, and Reddish fol- 
lowed a “back to basics” cam- 
paign which saw the team stay 
in a hostel without a television 
to try and improve personal 
performances. 

Anthony Stephens (S4) was 
named British swimmer of the 
championships with a world 
record in the 150m individual 
medley and three British 
records. Giles Long (S8) set a 
new world record in the 50m 
butterfly. 

Reddish said: “It’s good that 
we broke British records — it 
shows we’re moving in the right 
direction.” 


CREATING NEW HORIZONS WITH INVATRAVEL 
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company, Invatravel provide 
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16 News focus 


Statement of affairs 


Government plans to reduce reliance on Special Educational 


Needs statements have worried some parents. Nuala Calvi reports 


or parents of disabled 

children, getting a 

statement of Special 

Educational Needs 

(SEN) is increasingly 
viewed as the only way to 
guarantee their child gets the 
support they need at school. So 
it is not surprising that the 
government’s new strategy for 
SEN caused alarm. The 
government has pledged to 
reduce reliance on statements 
by delegating more cash 
directly to schools. 

This follows a long term 
drive to devolve more spending 
power to schools. In 1999, the 
Fair Funding strategy set 
targets for 87 
per cent of SEN 
funding to be 
delegated. The 
government 
believes putting 
cash directly into schools 
bypasses the lengthy, 
bureaucratic statementing 
system and makes early 
intervention easier. 

But parent support 
organisations say that, instead, 
parents are increasingly finding 
themselves in a Catch 22 
situation, as schools say they 
are unable to meet children’s 
needs and Local Education 


Authorities (LEAs) say they 
have delegated the money to 
schools. 

Last year 251,000 English 
pupils (three per cent), had 
statements of SEN. Another 
1,170,000 had SEN without 
statements. 

According to Angie Lee- 
Foster, of the National Autistic 
Society, parents who request a 
statutory assessment (for a 
statement) are increasingly being 
refused. With less money held 
centrally, there is less available 
for assessments. Unsurprisingly, 
the most common reason for 
cases taken to the SEN tribunal 
is refusal to assess — and over 


half are upheld. “We need to 
look at how we ensure there is 
still adequate money there for 
those that need statements,” 
says Lee Foster. 

Neil Crowther, of the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
says freeing up money from the 
bureaucracy of statementing 
means more will be available to 
spend on children, but parents 
do need alternative assurances. 
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“The statement is the only 
thing that sets out the rights of 
the child. If you don’t have that, 
you have no legal right to 
redress. These questions need 
to be answered and they aren’t 
in the (SEN) strategy.” 

Michael Lloyd, a National 
Association of Head Teachers 
advisor, says schools want as 
much delegated money as they 
can get, but are still concerned 
this will not be enough to 
support pupils with the most 
severe needs. 

“There’s a danger politically 
— the LEA can say ‘you’ve got 
the money, you sort it’. If a 
statement says a child needs 25 


7a As OUTS SUPPort, 


‘The statement is the only thing that sets out the 
rights of the child. If you don’t have that, you have 
no legal right to redress’ 


that money has 
got to be 
ringfenced so 
that the head 
doesn’t have to 
provide it to the detriment of 
other children in the school.” 

The London borough of 
Newham has found a possible 
solution. One of the country’s 
most inclusive boroughs, it has 
managed this largely by 
delegating funding but keeping 
a pot back for “exceptional” 
cases. Schools meet regularly to 
decide which cases qualify for 
this money. 

Delegating 84 per cent of 
funding has given Newham’s 
schools an extra £5million. 
They use it to employ their 
own support workers, who can 
provide support wherever and 
whenever it is needed. As a 
result, parents ask for fewer 
statements and headteachers no 
longer have to fight for funds 
for individual pupils. 
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But the council points out 
its success was largely possible 
because it had already shut 
most of its special schools — 
freeing up SEN money which 
could then be delegated to 
mainstream schools. In areas 
with heavier reliance on special 
schools, it would be harder. 

Graham Lane, education 
chair at the Local Government 
Association and head of 
education at Newham, says 
authorities need to increase 
delegated funding gradually. 

“In the early days, when 
you’re moving towards 
inclusion, you actually need 
more money held centrally, as 
you support children moving 
from special schools to the 
mainstream. That’s the mistake 
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Keeping a careful watch on budgets is vital if inclusion is to work 


a SUSAN GREENHILL 


of the government in setting 
targets — you need to decide 
locally when the schools are 
ready and want it.” 

Updated government 
guidance for LEAs on managing 
SEN spending will be published 
soon and will include examples 
of good practice in delegated 
funding. Campaigners say this 
will be crucial. 

Lane says it is important 
these guidelines encourage 
distribution of funds according 
to need rather than obscure 
“proxy” measures, such as the 
number of children in the 
school or on free school meals, 
currently used by most LEAs. 

The Department for 
Education and Skills says its 
aim is not to remove the 
existing framework but to build 
schools’ capacity “to meet the 
diverse range of needs in 
today’s classrooms so that 
parents do not feel that the 
only way to secure the right 
education for their child is 
through a statement”. It says 
research shows the level of LEA 
statements does not appear to 
have any impact on results 
achieved by pupils with SEN. 

Meanwhile, campaigners all 
agree the issue is not just 
moving money from one place 
to another, but putting more in 
the SEN pot in the first place. 

“You’ve got to give schools 
financial incentives to be inclu- 
sive,” says Lane. 

“We need targets for 
inclusion rather than delegation 
— if it’s rushed, it could slow 
down the inclusion agenda.” 
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@ Afully accessible compact car 


@® Options for up to 4 seats Fiat Doblo Liberty 
_ @ Easy todrive & easy to park Wheelchair accessible es 
@ Stylish & dignified transportation 
@ Amazingly low running costs £ ZIIS 
@ Superb value for money 


Best value inthe UK @ 


Vauxhall g qd Liberty 5 seats as standard @ 


Wheelchair accessible compact car Petrol or diesel options @ ‘Our aim a Jubilee has always been fo offer 


£ 9 9 g 5 Up to 61” of head-room mr ‘ sis : Lk the best engineered products and the very 
Loads of space @ bias best value for money.” 


SEA i Alhambra Libert ry The ultimate accessible MPV @ 


Wheelchair accessible luxury Spacious and stylish @ 
1 Petrol or diesel options @ 
‘3 9795 ® ms True luxury motoring @ 
<6. & Elegant & practical @ 
@ 5 seats as standard 


@ Elegant and discreet 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 


® Drives superbly "It is widely recognized in the industry that Jubilee 


®@ Diesel & automatic options £ 2 5 9 9 5 supply the highest quality accessible vehicles at | 


The biggest choice of qualifYused adapted vehicles | in the UK - 


Low mileage Used Accessible Vehicles 

Ford Combis from just 

Renault Kangoos from just 

Suzuki Wagon Libertys from just 

Renault Trafics from just 

Volk swagen Cruisers from just 

Toyota Hi Aces from just 

Nissan Vannettes from just 

Hat Ulysse Libertys from just “We have a huge choice of low mileage, high quality pre 
Peugeot Experts from just Pe owned adapted mobility vehicles on site a Jubilee, ready to go. fF 
Volk swagen eee from just Wh y NOFCOME and se Please give us a call or check out our web-site for full details.” 

US IOTS, IOTS MOFe.. 2.00. 


@ Up to 60” of rear head-room Suzuki Wag on Liber 


@ Automatic: gear-box option i ichalr aan Liberty 


® 4seats come as standard 

@ Option for diesel automatic £ 1 O995 
® Truly stylish and discreet e aa 

® Amazing value for money e 


Automatic gearbox option @ 


Mercedes Kan Vaneo Liberty Easy wheelchair access @ 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Easy to drive & park @ 
Discreet & stylish ® 


£ 1 8995 A small car with lots of space 
Drive from your wheelchair 


Me | 


‘At Jubilee, we don't accept that there is a need fo compromise 
on style or comfort for the sake of wheelchair accessability. 
Our adaptations are always subtle, practical and elegant.” 


Vexel, Quovis 


@ Independent transportation 
& @ Fully automated access SUZUBL | L 
4 ® Electronic assisted controls 
‘gua @ Economical diesel engine e cea = = 
@ Early delivery available e y— 1; oA 
| Fully automated compact car @ 
Easy to access &drive @ 
2 additional passengers @ ata 
4 95 Dignified, stylish & practical =e" BLUS. ..DONT FORGET 
The ultimate ‘wheelchair driver’ © “vot EAST Hoy Fate Pas 


Brochures : finance quotations : stock lists general ‘enquiries 0) 1 y J 1 502 2252 


=*< Motability Home demonstrations and test drives 0781 210 0059 


I> Jubilee Automotive Group 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm, Sat 9 fo 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 


> We are rapidly becoming the UK market leader for “ Wheelchair 
Driver” cars and MPV’s. Our range is always expanding and our 
compact Suzuki Life or revolutionary new Quovis are unique. e 


www. 
q Nagnttess ohh 


disabilitynow April 2004 


18 Comment 


ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Editor 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


0, | etters tothe 


Home alone in the community 


I read “Home Alone” about care 
homes (DN March) with horror. 
Neglect and abandonment 
can happen in local authorities’ 

own areas too. 

In 1985 my brother was 
taken out of residential care 
and given his own flat. Then 
nothing. In 1995 I found him 
living in absolute squalor. He 
had no knowledge of how to 
look after himself or his home; 
he was being victimised for 
being different; and he had lost 
all his disability benefits as 
when they stopped he knew 
nothing about reclaiming them. 

With the help of local police 


and our savings, my husband 
and I set him up with a fresh 
start, complete with lessons on 
cleaning his flat and using 
equipment such as a washing 
machine. He never did get his 
benefits back except the lowest 
rate of DLA, now £15.50. We 
have to nag, for want of a 
better word, even now to get 
him to look after himself and 
his surroundings. 

His social worker from the 
80s never looked back once and 
now has a managerial position. 

My brother refuses to have 
any social worker as he is 
terrified of going back into 


care. He doesn’t understand 
that he has a right to have a say 
in his life. 

Now my own disabled son, 
who needs 24-hour care, is an 
adult and I’m finding just how 
difficult life is compared to 
being with children’s services. I 
am dreading the day we have to 
use a residential service. 

We need inspectors of these 
homes to be from caring 
backgrounds, eg parents or 
disabled people. You don’t need 
qualifications to know when 
something is wrong. 

Carol Strong 
Newcastle 


Case for discussing ‘what most of us like to do’ 


Thank you for printing the arti- 
cles on surrogacy, online dating 
and the morning after (DN, 
February). 

I work as a PA to disabled 
university students and well- 
written, well-informed articles 
like these help non-disabled 
people understand in much 


Whale introduces. 


greater depth the complex 
taboos disabled people may 
have to deal with. 

The article by Jo Williams 
was especially well written. 

I would like to see more 
discussion on how to get the 
most out of online dating. 
Verity Thompson (email) 


< 


new modern style gulley 


e More aesthetic design 


e Suitable for all styles of shower trays, 
both GRP and stone resin 


S <iwhale 


For information on the new gulley 
contact Whale: 
Tel: 028 9127 0531 
Fax: 028 9146 6421 
Email: newgulley@whalepumps.com 
Web: www.whalepumps.com 


Jo Williams’ article was more a 
presentation of how things are 
than a promotion of promiscu- 
ity and unsafe sex (DN, March). 

Education, information and 
an openness to discuss the 
subject are much more 
important than not discussing 
what most of us like to do. 

There is also the case that 
after considering the positives 
and negatives, most people 
would consider sexual 
experiment one of the things 
worth taking risks for. 

I'ma grandad and I didn’t 
think Jo was portraying 
negative stereotypes of other 
people. 

Colin Yates (email) 


back chat 


The wrong 
image for 
Scope today 


Damien Hirst, the controversial 
artist, has donated two pieces 
to Scope. They were sold at 
auction at Sotherby’s in 
February for £300,000. 

One, a maquette for a larger 
sculpture, is an exact replica of 
a collecting box that could be 
seen in any town outside a 
Spastics Society shop 30 years 
ago — a little girl wearing a 
caliper, head bowed, dejected, a 
figure of pity. 

Damien Hirst says: “In this 
interpretation, the box has been 
broken into and the work is 
intended to speak about social 
injustice and the erosion of 
values whilst reflecting the uncer- 
tainty of the human experience.” 

I complained to Scope that 
anyone viewing this enormous 
figure would be unlikely to 
comprehend the interpretation. 

Despite Scope’s urgent need 
for funds, I think it wrong to 
accept this money, however well 
intentioned. 

John Scase 
Ex-chairman, Andover 
Cerebral Palsy Association 


Peter Taylor, Scope’s general 
manager — major donors, writes: 
Scope can have no say in what 
Damien Hirst puts forward as 
art. Once we learnt of the pro- 
duction of the sculpture, we 
commented promptly that this 
was an image that Scope had 
discontinued in the 1980s in 
favour of positive portrayals of 
disabled people and the contri- 
bution they make to society. 

Damien Hirst has now 
generously supported Scope for 
three years by donating various 
works of art for auction, which 
have provided much needed 
funds to sustain Scope’s current 
work. We are grateful to him 
for this long-term support. 


@ The Royal family blotted its copybook last month over an invi- 
tation list to the Queen’s first lunch for female high-achievers. 
180 of the female great and good were invited to Buckingham 
Palace, including author JK Rowling, singer Charlotte Church 
and lawyer Cherie Booth. Where were disabled achievers? Only 
former model Heather Mills McCartney and broadcaster Sheena 
McDonald were included, both disabled after accidents. No 
invites, it seems, for other high achieving disabled women such as 
Tanni Grey-Thompson, Jane Campbell, Michelle Chinery and 


Rachel Hurst. Shame. 


® Meanwhile, the decision to put a statue of a naked, pregnant, 
disabled woman in Trafalgar Square sparked a whirlwind of con- 
troversy. The Sun raged over “Travulgar Square”, claiming the art 
world was in uproar over the “politically correct” image of Alison 
Lapper by Marc Quinn. Alison was probably best-placed to put 
the ranters in their place. “I regard it as a modern tribute to femi- 
ninity, disability and motherhood,” she told the Daily Express. 


by Kirsty Wyllie 
I am sixteen years old and have 
been disabled all my life. It has 
not been at all easy but I would 
not change my life for anything 
because I know my disability 
does not stop me from living. 

Many people just see 
disability as a problem and do 
not take our needs, wants and 
feelings into consideration. Just 
because we have a difficulty 
does not mean we have to be 
different. I think the public’s 
attitude needs to change 
towards disability. 

The government has stated 
that every public place needs to 
be accessible for wheelchair 
users, subject to “reasonable 
adjustment”. This could 
require installing lifts and 
fitting disabled toilets, ramps 
and automatic doors into 
shops, cinemas, nightclubs and 
restaurants, etc. They also need 
to improve the state of the 
roads and pavements so that we 
feel safe when out with family 
and friends. 

I know my limitations and 
there are certain things I cannot 
take part in or go to, but what 
is worse is being prevented 
from things I can go to or join 
in with just because of 
unsuitable access. 

While I have been treated 
fairly well, for example, in 
theatres and concert halls in 
Glasgow and Edinburgh, shops 
are a different story. The aisles 
are often so narrow, especially 
in clothes shops, that I have to 
watch for hangers that might 
poke my eye out. 

We have just as much right 
to enjoy life as anybody else 
and people should be able to 
see the person and not the 
disability. We should live life 
and not let anything or anyone 
put us down; after all, we only 
have one chance at this life. We 
are often told, “go for the goal” 
so why should people with 
disabilities be any different? 

Do not let anything or 
anyone stand in the way of 
your dreams. 
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nly two of the UK’s 
21 national 
newspapers can 
confirm they have 
any disabled 
| ournalists, DN has discovered. 
And only two are willing to 
ledge to increase the diversity 
of their newsrooms, despite 
deing called on to do so by 
}Maria Eagle, minister for 
disabled people. 

Our survey, the first of its 
<ind to quiz national papers 
about their policies and 
attitudes towards disabled 
‘people, shows a lack of 
interest towards disability 
‘within the industry. 
| Just five out of the nine 
national newspaper groups, 
representing 10 of the country’s 
j21 newspapers, responded to 
the survey. Only one did so in 
|full, although they were all given 
| more than three months to reply. 

The results show that none 
| of the national newspapers use 
| the “two ticks” Positive about 
| Disabled People symbol when 
| advertising job vacancies. 
Jeremy Dear, general 


oO weigh in 


/n our latest Hacked Off investigation, Nuala Calvi asked national 
| ewspapers to sign DNs disability pledge. Just two agreed. 


secretary of the National Union 
of Journalists, slammed 
national newspapers’ attitudes, 
saying: “It is shocking that 
national newspapers have such a 
poor record on monitoring and 
employing disabled journalists 
and even more shocking that, 
when confronted with their 
failings, they either refuse to 
reply or refuse to sign up toa 
pledge to tackle disability 
discrimination in the media. 

“Tt is time discrimination of 
this sort was stamped out.” 

Only Guardian Newspapers 
Ltd (GNL) was willing to sign 
up to the DN pledge to work 
towards a better reflection of 
the numbers of disabled people 
in society through its 
employment policies and to 
cover disability reporting in 
journalistic training. 

A survey of its staff found 
2.2 per cent are disabled, which 
would represent up to nine 
editorial staff on The Guardian 
and three on The Observer. 

Derek Gannon, GNL 
director of operations, said 
employing disabled people 


made sense from a business 
point of view. The 
company has a 
committee on 
equality and diversity 
and an editorial working 
group which is set to look at 
disability issues this year. 

But elsewhere, DN’s results 
reveal a closed world, unlikely 
to broaden its representation or 
change its ways. 

John Wellington, managing 
editor of the Mail on Sunday, 
said they did not need to 
advertise job vacancies because 
“there are always plenty of 
people known to us that we can 
recruit when a vacancy occurs”. 

None of the papers other 
than The Guardian and The 
Observer saw a need to keep 
their staff up to date on how to 
report on disability, despite the 
persistent use of outdated 
terminology and stereotypes in 
the press. 

A Trinity Mirror 
spokeswoman said: “We 
presume they learn this on their 
course”, while Associated 
Newspapers said its staff “have 


Guardian style guide contains 


completed their training long 
before they arrive here”. 

Physical access to 
newsrooms was more 
encouraging, with all those that 
responded claiming their 
buildings were accessible. 
Features mentioned included 
lifts, disabled toilets and 
evacuation procedures for 
wheelchair users. 

However, accessibility for 
sensory impaired people had 
not been considered. 


Che ve Dail Telegraph} 


Scale of the problem: only one daily 
newspaper has agreed to sign DN’s pledge 


DAILY 


\irror 


NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR.» 35p 


——— 


DN’s pledge: 
We agree: 


@ to work, in our employment 
policies, towards representing 


the 12.7 per cent of 


economically active people 
(those working or available 
for work) who are disabled 


® to cover reporting of disability 
issues in training courses 


Access — tested for people with Guardian media group 


The Guardian, 394 and 142 guidelines on reporting disability 


2h ili ae , but looking into it Y 

The Observer respectively 7 Ue ee issues. Diversity awareness a oe a ne ee 
ae workshops available for all staff 
be eeets Yes — taken into account when 
Daily Telegraph, 600 Unknown new building designed. Not highlighted at “Considering it at the “Considering 
Sunday Telegraph Disabled loos, wheelchairs training courses moment” it” 
available, fire procedures 
Accessible via lift and small Do not normally adver- 
Daily Mail, ramp from street. Work station “Staff complete training long tise. “There are plenty N 
Mail on Sunday Daiwa 0. ou acre assessments by occupational before they arrive ” of people known to us ° 
health specialist that we can recruit” 
“We do not ve re 
Independent, ~ divulge Unknown Waa Training would take place if need No “Possibly” 
_ Independent on Sunday headcoante® ; was identified 

Daily Mirror, Lifts, disabled loos, special “We presume they learn this on N No 
Sunday Mirror oe vuKOw? security gate for wheelchairs their course” : 


Newspapers which declined to take part in the survey: Sun, News of the World, Times, Sunday Times, Sport and Sunday Sport 


Newspapers which did not respond to the survey: Daily Star, Sunday Star, Express, Sunday Express and Financial Times *of all staff from Guardian Newspapers Ltd 


Cars, MPVs and Minibuses 


023 9275 6265 


V reg Vauxhall Gass Club 16V Auto, p.a.s., s/roof, hoist 

N reg Renault Extra Freedom 1.4, with automatic ramp 

2003 Renault Kangoo Freedom 1.5 dCi, with auto ramp 
2 Re ault Kan 00 ieee il. 5 dCi, mie auto car 
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Get 15 issues for 
the price of 12 
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HUNTING FOR A JOB? - 
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‘Let's | Call or complete 
TE the form below and send ittoour (= Bl 
freepost address er a 
for your os 


DN is free to those receiving means-tested benefits (income support, housing benefit, council tax exemption, 
disability working allowance, job seekers allowance). 

Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST NATE1512, Somerset, TA11 6ZA. 

Name: 


Address: 


Postcode: Tel No: 
I/We enclose a cheque or postal order for £ (Payable to Disability Now) 
| authorise you to charge my Visa _] Mastercard |_| Switch J 
Card No: QUI) OU) OO) L_s Iss No: (Switch only) 


Valid from: _JI_V_IL)_ Expiry date: JV) 


signature: Date: DN04/04 
Those on means-tested benefits FREE (see details above) _] (photocopied proof required) 
Individual at home address 1 year £18] 
Professional/Organisation 1 year £28) m) 
Europe 1 year POON! . 

Offer applies to one year subs only. 
Rest of World 1 year £35 L] Multiple copy rates available on request. 
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